
5.23.07 - Hispanic Caucus Supports Extending Veterans' Healthcare: H.R. 612 Extends Coverage to over 25,000 Hispanic Veterans

  Washington,  DC - Today the Congressional  Hispanic Caucus (CHC) released the following
statement in support of the H.R.  612, Returning Servicemember VA Healthcare Insurance Act
of 2007.   

    

  HR 612 extends the eligibility period for veterans who served  in combat during or after the
Persian Gulf War to receive hospital care,  medical services, or nursing home care from two
years to five years after  discharge. Increasing healthcare access for veterans is a main
principle of the  CHC.       

  

  &quot;Hispanics veterans have a long history of dedicated  service in the Armed Forces, and
proudly risked their lives to defend our  country. This bill will extend much needed healthcare
services to many Hispanic  veterans,&quot; said Congressman Joe Baca, Chair of the CHC.
&quot;The  CHC will continue working to assure that all veterans get the treatment and  benefits
they deserve.&quot;  

  

  &quot;This Congress has  devoted an unprecedented level of resources to our nation's
Veterans,&quot; said  Congressman Ciro Rodriguez, member of the House Veterans
Affairs committee and  Chair of the CHC Veterans Taskforce .  &quot;An
additional 25,000 of  our youngest Hispanic veterans will benefit from the extension of services 
provided by this bill, and in time for Memorial Day, it is the least we can do  to honor the ultimate
sacrifice of our armed forces and show gratitude for  their commitment to protecting our
country.&quot;  

  

   # # #   

  

  The  Congressional Hispanic Caucus (CHC) is comprised of Members of Congress of 
Hispanic descent.  Since 1976 the CHC has been addressing the needs of the  Hispanic
community in all areas of American life.  For more information on  the CHC, call (202) 225-2410.
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